
 
WHO:   Dr. Emily DuVal  
 
WHAT:  "Cooperative Courtship Displays in 
Birds including research on lance-tailed  
manakins"  
 
WHEN:  April 11th  
 
WHERE: Dorothy Oven Park 
 

We are very happy to have Dr. Emily DuVal, FSU 
Biology Department Assistant Professor, join us this 
month to present her research work in the area of 
behavioral ecology, population genetics, and in the 
role of sexual selection in speciation.  
 
Her work has been centered on the lance-tailed ma-
nakins. Last year we invited Caroline Stahala to pre-
sent her work with the Bahama Parrot, and now we 
are delighted to have Caroline’s major professor 
with us!   
 
Please be sure to come to the park and welcome Dr. 
DuVal and learn about the “lekking behavior”, 
“leapfrog courtship”, cooperative alliances and other 
interesting info about the lance-tailed manakins. 
See ya’ll there! 
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ABOUT OUR MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 

The BBBC Board meets at 6:30 PM as scheduled during week just before membership meeting.  Call Jill or 
Sue for day as these change. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The BBBC program meet-
ings and socials are held at Dorothy B Oven Park at 2:00 PM on the second Sunday of each month. The Park 

is located at 3205 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, 32308.   
 

Copies of the BBBC By-laws, budget reports, and minutes are available to members upon request. 
Note:  Please send items for the newsletter or website to: paco@bigbendbirdclub.com  

Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month to be considered for the next issue. 
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HAPPY HATCHLINGS!  
 

Susie Lisenby       April 12 
 

Carol Spring         April 19 
 

Regenia Lewis      April 26 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
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RED HILLS HORSE TRIALS:  
 
A BIG THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOLKS AND FIDS:  Regenia and 
TINKERBELL Lewis;  Barb, Greg, RACHEL, MINI, LACY, and JADE Mosier; Liz, Jim, 
DAFFY and ANGEL Hummel;  Sue Schneiderman;  Jill, KATIE and CANDY de Bedout;  
Kari and CICI Foster;  Judy and PICKELS Small;  Lennie Kennedy;  James McCartha;  Judy, 
MANGO and MOMO Shapiro 
 
SPRINGTIME TALLAHASSEE:  
 
A BIG THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOLKS AND FIDS:  Judy, 
MANGO Green-cheek and MOMO Shapiro;  Jim, Liz, and James McCartha with DAFFY and 
ANGEL Hummel;  Debbie and MANGO Sun Conure VanGaasbeek;  Barb, Greg, and RA-
CHEL Mosier;  Kari and CICI Foster,  Denise and RED Cox;  Lennie Kennedy; Ed, Evelyn, 
PINOT and  COCO Murphy. 
 
PACO LOVES ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR HARD WORK AND HOPES YOU HAD FUN 
TOO!  IF ANYONE WAS ACCIDENTALLY LEFT OUT OF THE ABOVE LISTS, 
PACO APOLOGIZES AND WILL GIVE THE EDITOR A TALKING TO! 
 
CARRABELLE RIVERFRONT FESTIVAL:  MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR APRIL 
23-25.  Regenia, Judy Shapiro, Kari Foster and Jill de Bedout are planning on spending the 
weekend with Denise.  All who would like to drive down for a day trip to the Riverfront Festi-
val and help at the booth, please call Denise, Jill or Judy for info.   
 
USE GOODSEARCH FOR SHOPPING AND SURFING THE INTERNET: 
DOWNLOAD THE GOODSEARCH TOOLBAR WHICH MAKES IT INFINITELY EASY 
TO SEE DISCOUNTS AND AUTOMATICALLY EARN MONEY FOR THE BBBC.  THIS 
IS ABSOLUTELY GREAT!  I USE IT SO OFTEN AND EARN FOR US TOO! 
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FLORIDA STATUTE:    375.921 

Requires a permit for the public exhibition or sale of any wildlife, including exotic birds.   
For permit information you can either write to the  

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Committee at:   
P.O. Box 6150  Tallahassee, FL 32303-6150;    

Or Call: (850) 488-6253 

                THOUGHTS FROM THE NEST 
 

"Life should be an adventure.  
Adventures take effort." 

 
© 2007 by Bette Dowdell. All rights reserved 
P.O. Box 11744 - Glendale, AZ 85318 USA 

AMUSING  ONE-LINERS  
 

Two wrongs don't make a right, but three lefts do. 
 

It is better to have loved and lost than just to have lost. 
 

Does the name "Pavlov" ring a bell? 
 

Everyone who got where he is had to start from where he was. 
 

Give a skeptic an inch and he'll measure it. 

OBSERVATIONS ON GROWING OLDER  
 
 

You forget names ... but it's OK because other people forgot they even knew you!!!  
   

The 5 pounds you wanted to lose is now 15 and you have a  
better chance of losing your keys than the 15 pounds.  

   
You realize you're never going to be really good at anything... especially golf.  

   
Your husband is counting on you to remember things you don't remember.  
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April 18th - Orlando, FL - Exotic Bird Society of America's Bird Expo, Seminars & Trick Bird Shows - Cen-
tral Florida Fairgrounds 4603 W Colonial Drive - Sunday 9am - 4pm - Admission: $5 for non-members, $4 for 
members with membership cards Children under 10 Free. The admission fee includes the Expo, both Semi-
nars, Trick Bird Shows, one free door prize ticket per admission - Contact Charles J Tillman 407 855-3367 E-
mail - web site About EBSOA Expos  
April 18th - Orlando, FL - "Conversations with Cosmo, an African Grey" --book signing/seminar - Central 
Florida Fairgrounds - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - - Dr. Betty Jean Craige, author of CONVERSATIONS WITH 
COSMO: AT HOME WITH AN AFRICAN GREY PARROT, will sign copies of her new book and will 
speak about Cosmo's language acquisition. - Contact Betty Jean Craige 706-542-9265  
April 24th - Starke, FL - Pet Market Buy Sell or Trade, Bradford County Fairgrounds, 2300 N. Highway 301, 
Saturday 9-5 Admission $4.00, Children under 10 FREE.  Call (352) 376-9038 for more info. 
April 25th, 2010 - Lakeland, Fl - Imperial Bird Club 22nd Annual Bird Expo & Sale - Marchant Stadium-
Tigertown Hanger #2 2220 N. Lake Ave.-Lakeland, Fl. 33805 - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Contact Ramona Smith, 
President 863-858-6739 E-mail - web site imperialbirdclub.org  
 
May 2nd - St. Augustine, Fl - St. Augustine Exotic Bird Show - Elks Lodge 1420 A1a South - Sunday 9 - 5 - 
Large Selection of Exotic Birds, Cages, Toys and Much More Admission $4.00 (children under 12 free) - Con-
tact Sal 904-434-3212 E-mail or Iris 904-955-9200 - web site birdandreptileclassifieds.com  
May 16th - Palmetto, FL - Florida West Coast Avian Society's Annual Exotic Bird Expo - Manatee Conven-
tion Center 1 Haben Blvd., Palmetto, FL 34223 - Sunday 10 - 4 - From I75 take Exit 224 and follow the signs 
to the Convention Center. Adults: $4.00, children 10 and under (accompanied by an adult) FREE. The Mana-
tee Rare Fruit Council will be holding their annual tree sale on the other side of the hall so you'll have the op-
portunity to get some exotic fruits for your birds as well! - Contact Pat Burke 9414757103 E-mail or Lynda 
Lewis 9413023258 E-mail - web site fwcas.org  
 
June 6th - Orlando, FL - Exotic Bird Society of America's Bird Expo, Seminars & Trick Bird Shows - Cen-
tral Florida Fairgrounds 4603 W Colonial Drive - Sunday 9am - 4pm - Admission: $5 for non-members, $4 for 
members with membership cards Children under 10 Free. The admission fee includes the Expo, both Semi-
nars, Trick Bird Shows, one free door prize ticket per admission - Contact Charles J Tillman 407 855-3367 E-
mail - web site About EBSOA Expos  
 
July 18th - St. Augustine, Fl - St. Augustine Exotic Bird Show - Elks Lodge 1420 A1a South - Sunday 9 - 5 - 
Large Selection of Exotic Birds, Cages, Toys and Much More Admission $4.00 (children under 12 free) - Con-
tact Sal 904-434-3212 E-mail or Iris 904-955-9200 - web site birdandreptileclassifieds.com  
 

NEARBY FAIRS AND SHOWS  

BBBC UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS  
            

May 9th - Dr. Bruce Boehrer,  "Unhappy Bird! The Parrot as Still Life in the Nineteenth  
Century" 
 
June 13th - Liz Hummel, “Birding 101 Part I: How to hold your bird for nail and wing clips.” 
 
July 11th - Sue Schneiderman, “Birding 101 Part II:  Monitoring your birds health - what to 
look for.  (The Amazing Beak) 
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The Lance-tailed Manakin, Chiroxiphia lanceolata, is a small passerine bird which breeds in 
tropical Central and South America from Costa Rica to northern Venezuela. 
 
This manakin is a fairly common bird of dry and moist deciduous forests, but not rainforest. 
The female builds a cup nest in a tree; two brown-mottled cream eggs are laid, and incubated 
entirely by the female for about 20 days. 
 
Like other manakins, the Lance-tailed Manakin is a compact, brightly coloured forest bird, 
typically 13.5 cm long and weighing 17.5 g. Both sexes have the two central tail feathers elon-
gated to form a spike. The male is mainly black, with a red crown patch, bright sky-blue back, 
and bright orange legs. 
 
The female has olive-green upperparts, and somewhat paler olive underparts. Young males are 
olive, but show a red cap and the start of a blue back as they mature. 
 
This species is similar to Blue-backed Manakin, Chiroxiphia pareola, which breeds further 
south and east, but the latter lacks the spiky tail, and the male has a somewhat darker blue 
back. 
 
The male Lance-tailed Manakin has an interesting breeding display, unusual in that it is coop-
erative rather than competitive. Two males perch next to each other on a bare stick and jump 
up and down alternately, sometimes giving short flights. Groups of birds may perform to-
gether, with a different stick for each pair of displaying males. 
 
Lance-tailed Manakin has a number of calls, including a Toe-LEE-do, a curry-ho, and a frog-
like buzzing croak given by displaying males. 
 
These manakins eat fruit and some insects. 
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My primary area of interest is behavioral ecology. My research program explores the evolution 
of social behavior in animals, particularly birds, with an emphasis on cooperation, sexual se-
lection, and reproductive strategies. I combine field studies of behavior, demography, and mor-
phology with genetic analyses of the relationships between individuals to test hypotheses about 
the forces that create and maintain social complexity. My current projects investigate (1) the 
adaptive basis of female mate choice in the absence of direct benefits (i.e. territory quality or 
paternal care); (2) the effects of complex mating strategies on temporal and spatial genetic 
variation at the population level; (3) the mechanisms of mate choice from both male and fe-
male perspectives; and (4) the balance between male competition and female mate choice in 
determining the opportunity for sexual selection to occur. 
The unusual cooperative behavior of the Lance-tailed Manakins raises a number of questions, 
including: 
(1) Why do subordinate males cooperate? I found that beta behavior was best explained by 
long-delayed direct reproductive benefits (DuVal 2007c). Betas didn’t benefit from direct re-
production during their beta tenure, nor were they closely related to their alpha partners, but 
cooperation did increase betas’ chances of later becoming alphas. Interestingly, betas whose al-
pha partners were experimentally removed rarely held on to their new alpha status until the 
next breeding season, and some never even tried to take over the empty alpha slot: though be-
ing a beta helps males move up in the reproductive ranks, betas are not just waiting in line for a 
guaranteed alpha position. 
(2) Why do dominant males tolerate subordinates? Betas benefit from cooperation by increas-
ing their chances of becoming alphas, but what do alpha males get out of this cooperative alli-
ance? 
(3) How do morphological and physiological differences affect status and reproductive suc-
cess? To what extent are physical differences among individuals explained by age, and to what 
extent do they result from differences in individual quality? How do these differences translate 
into reproductive success?   
EDITOR’S NOTE:  The Information above was found at:  http://bio.fsu.edu/duval/
DuVal_research.html  AND http://www.bio.fsu.edu/faculty-duval.php 

 
Two Photographs 

Of The 
Lance-tailed 

Manakin 
 

by 
Dr. Emily DuVal 
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PACO 2010 BUD LIST BY LAST NAME 

 

Charlie (pied male) & Rose (normal female) are a bonded pair of Cockatiels 
 

Charlie talks and sings pretty Charlie,  Charlie’s a pretty bird, and step up,  
 

Rose chirps and will go no where without Charlie and visa versa.    
 

(They do not step up readily, but with patience will do so)  
 

They come with cage, cover and breeding box 
 

Contact Liz to set up meet and greet. 850-264-4369/334-477-5429 

BBBC BULLETIN BOARD EXTRA 

Molly Adams 
Steve Bamford 
Kathleen Carr  
Alice Connor 
Denise Cox 
Diane Davis 
Jill de Bedout 
Carole Favata 
Janet Foy 

Cheri Hampton  
Alisa Hawley 
Jim & Liz Hummel 
Lennie & Joe Kennedy 
Regenia Lewis 
Tammy Lloyd 
Deborah Morningstar 
Evelyn & Ed Murphy 
Marianne Peters 

Kitty Remington 
Martin & Sue Schneiderman 
Judy & Jerry Shapiro 
Judy Small 
J. Cookie Stevens 
Debra & Susanne Van Gaasbeek 

NEWS FLASH:    
PLEASE DO NOT WORRY IF YOUR NAME IS NOT LISTED ABOVE.  PACO HAS 
NOT DEVOTED ENOUGH ATTENTION TO HIS BUD LIST OF LATE AS HE IS 
BUSY MOVING HIS NEST,  BUT HE WILL CATCH UP SOON.    



BBBC BULLETIN BOARD 

Baby Red Belly Parrots and Mealy Amazons 
 

Singles: male Yellow Nape, male Hispanolian Amazon, proven male Blue and Gold Macaw which could 
be a pet if worked with. He is not a screamer or a trouble maker.  

 
Pair of Military Macaws, a pair of proven Yellow Naped Amazons.  

 
OBO on most of the birds to homes that will take care of them and keep them well fed and clean. 
Kitty Remington DVM, dipl ABVP, (850)997-3909,   E-Mail:     khrbirddoctor@wmconnect.com 

CREATE AN OUTDOOR AVIARY! 
GALVANIZED WIRE CAGES, VARIOUS SIZES, FORMED, NOT FRAMED,  FOR HANGING 

PLEASE CALL JILL AT (850) 841-1773 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BABY COCKATIELS, $60. EACH 
HAND FED, NEED GOOD HOMES!   

BABY CANARIES, $90. EACH 
PLEASE CALL SARAH AT  (850) 562-4012 

COCKATIELS,     ROSY BOURKES,     GREEN CHEEK CONURE MUTATIONS  
 

ALL HAND FED, SWEET AND FRIENDLY!  
PLEASE CALL JUDY AT (850) 294-3425 FOR INFORMATION 

BBBC ADOPTION PROGRAM  
 

 1 PUDGIE BUDGIE (MALE ENGLISH)  GREEN AND YELLOW ,    
 

1 FEMALE SENEGAL (PET)  
 

1 BONDED PAIR FOR AMERICAN PARAKEETS (1 BLUE, 1 GREEN)  
MUST BE KEPT TOGETHER 

 
IF YOU WISH TO ADOPT OR PLACE YOUR NAME ON A WAITING LIST, 

PLEASE CALL REGENIA AT (850) 539-4299 AND LEAVE MESSAGE 

P a g e  9  

BABY LOVE BIRDS! 
PEACHFACE:  BLUE, PIED, NORMAL 

PROVEN PAIRS AVAILABLE AS WELL 
SOME HAND-FED  

PLEASE CALL CAROL AT (850) 350-7638 FOR MORE INFORMATION 



ADVERTISING RATES  
 

Size          Full year         Half year 
 

Full page            $ 250                 $ 135 
Half page           $ 140                 $   75 
1/4 page             $ 100                $   60 
Bus. Card           $   60                $   35 
Web Card           $   75                 $   50 
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The “Quality” in our Name 

 
Is our  most important asset. 

AMENITIES 
 

· Complete business center with fax machine, copier, and       
computer with printer and high-speed internet access. 

 
· Optional hot breakfast buffet 

 
· Coin laundry/dry cleaning service 

 
· Free internet access and voice mail in your room 

 
· Non-smoking and handicapped accessible rooms available 

                         

Tallahassee, Florida 
Quality Inn & Suites 

By 
Choice Hotels 

1 .  877 .  558 . 5151 

 
From the moment guests enter the Quality Inn & 
Suites hotel, they will certainly be impressed by 

its luxurious settings, which are further en-
hanced by southern hospitality.  The sumptuous 
Quality Inn & Suites hotel presents a harmoni-
ous blend of tranquil colors & superb furnish-
ings, while offering both comfort and style for 

either leisure or business travelers. 

Big Bend Bird Club (BBBC) Fair Sponsor 

 
 
 
 



Please return to: 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club’s Membership/Renewal Application Form 
Date:__________________ 

 
Annual Membership Dues: 
January 1, _____________to December 31, ______________ 

 
Please check desired membership/category below: 

 
Single:    One Year/One Vote                        $16.00                  Total Enclosed:   $__________,      # Of Votes___________  

 
Family:   One Year/Two Votes                     $24.00                  This is a New:           Renewal:          membership application 

 
Youth:    One Year/No Vote                          $  8.00                  Birth Month ______ Birth Day______ (For newsletter greetings) 

 
Include my name in the members only directory:                 Yes____________             No_______________ 

 
Name:______________________________________________    Aviary Name:________________________________________ 

 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City:______________________________________State:________________________Zip Code:__________________________ 

               
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:____________________ E-Mail___________________________________ 

 
Would you like to receive your newsletter by:    US Postal Services: ___________________E-Mail:______________________ 

 
Do you currently own birds (list if yes)_________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please tell us about the kind of things you would like to do to help the club, such as Hospitality, Newsletter, Fundraising,  
Fair, Publicity,  Educational Outreach,  Library, etc. _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Big Bend Bird Club is to promote the advancement of aviculture through educational 
outreach, financial support of avian research and charitable projects, encouragement of the acquisition of 

domestically-bred birds and to encourage the humane treatment of all species of animals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage Paid 

 
Tallahassee, FL 
Permit No. 49 
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The BBBC is a 501 ( c ) (3 ), non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
is a proud member of: 

 


