
WHO:   Claudia Mason 
   
WHAT:  Field Trip To Claudia’s 
  
WHEN:  January 10th 
 
WHERE: CARAVAN FROM DOROTHY 
OVEN PARK 
 
Thanks to Claudia Mason for inviting us to her 
home to learn about attracting hummingbirds to 
our yards.  These beautiful birds are a pure joy to 
see and watch.  We did not reserve our usual room, 
but should the need arise, we will hold a short 
meeting outside weather permitting. 
 
Directions to January 2010 Meeting From Dorothy 
Oven Park to 3825 Leane Drive 
Trip Time- 8 minutes 
 
Exit Dorothy Oven Park and turn right on Thomas-
ville Rd for 1.5 miles 
Turn Right on Killarney Way –entrance to Killearn 
Enter roundabout and take 2nd exit onto Shamrock 
Street West 
Turn Left onto Leane Drive 
3825 Leane Drive is on the right 
 
Hope you all can be there! 
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ABOUT OUR MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 

The BBBC Board meets at 6:30 PM as scheduled during week just before membership meeting.  Call Jill or 
Sue for day as these change. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The BBBC program meet-
ings and socials are held at Dorothy B Oven Park at 2:00 PM on the second Sunday of each month. The Park 

is located at 3205 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, 32308.   
 

Copies of the BBBC By-laws, budget reports, and minutes are available to members upon request. 
Note:  Please send items for the newsletter or website to: paco@bigbendbirdclub.com  

Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month to be considered for the next issue. 
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HAPPY HATCHLINGS!  
 

Sue Schneiderman     January 9 
GATOR Schneiderman     January 9 
Deborah Morningstar     January 16 

Kari Foster     January 24 
Beverly Long     January 24 
Judy Small     January 24 

Pamela Kaiser     January 28 
            

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL WE HAVE MISSED! 

P a g e  3  THIS AND THAT  
HOSPITALITY CHAIRPERSON NEEDED:  HEY FOLKS, THIS IS AN AREA THAT WE 
NEED HELP WITH.  THE HOSPITALITY CHAIR HELPS COORDINATE MUNCHIES 
FOR THE MEETINGS, BRINGS THE PLATES, CUPS, NAPKINS, PLASTICWEAR, ETC. 
AND HELPS SET UP AND TAKE DOWN OF THE REFRESHMENT TABLES.   
 
RED HILLS HORSE TRIALS:  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS AT OUR BOOTH MARCH 
5TH, 6TH AND 7TH.  SET-UP WILL BE ON THURSDAY, MARCH 4TH BETWEEN 2 
AND 5 PM.  THE HORSE TRIALS WILL TAKE PLACE FROM 8 AM - 5 PM ALL THREE 
DAYS AND ALL EXHIBITS MUST LEAVE THE VENUE BY 6 PM ON THE 7TH.   
OBVIOUSLY, WE WILL NEED OUR FOLKS TO SIGN UP FOR DEFINITE BLOCKS OF 
TIME.  DUE TO LIMITATIONS ON PARKING DECALS, IT WOULD BE MUCH BETTER 
TO HAVE 4 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP FOR EACH ENTIRE DAY.  THAT WAY, FOLKS CAN 
GET BREAKS, LUNCH, AND SHOPPING TIME (OH, YES!)  THIS IS A VERY “BUSY” 
VENUE BUT WE ALWAYS HAVE LOTS OF FUN.  PLEASE SIGN UP AND ENJOY 
 
SPRINGTIME TALLAHASSEE: THE BBBC HAS ALREADY APPLIED FOR THIS 
EVENT WHICH WILL BE HELD MARCH 27TH.  MORE LATER. 
 
BBBC EXOTIC BIRD FAIR AND FESTIVAL:  OH, YES, WE ARE ALREADY RECEIV-
ING INQUIRIES AND VENDORS WHO WANT TO SEND IN APPLICATIONS AND 
FEES. BOARD MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE:  WE  WILL NEED TO REVIEW APPLICA-
TION INFORMATION AND MAKE ADDITIONAL CHANGES PRIOR TO LAUNCHING 
ON THE WEBSITE. 
 
ATTENTION PACO BUDS:  PACO IS READY TO RECEIVE HIS NEW BUDS FOR 2010 
AND HE HAS HIS RAKE HANDY AND READY!  HE WILL SHOW OFF HIS BUD LIST 
IN THIS NEWSLETTER IN THE NEXT SEVERAL ISSUES, SO WATCH FOR YOUR 
NAME AS IT IS ADDED.   
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FLORIDA STATUTE:    375.921 
Requires a permit for the public exhibition or sale of 

any wildlife, including exotic birds.   
For permit information you can either write to the  

 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Committee at:   

P.O. Box 6150  Tallahassee, FL 32303-6150;    
 

Or Call: (850) 488-6253 

ADVERTISING RATES  
 

     Size                   Full year         Half year 
 

     Full page               $ 250              $ 135 
     Half page               $ 140              $   75 
     1/4 page                 $ 100              $   60 
     Bus. Card              $   60              $   35 
     Web Card              $   75              $   50 

                THOUGHTS FROM THE NEST 
 

"If there are no tears in heaven, it must mean there are also no calories or scales."  
 

© 2006 by Bette Dowdell. All rights reserved 
P.O. Box 11744 - Glendale, AZ 85318 USA 

AMUSING  ONE-LINERS  
 

We have enough youth. How about a fountain of "smart"? 
 

He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 
 

Time is what keeps everything from happening at once. 
 

Always go to other people's funerals; or they won't go to yours. 
 

The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 
 

Seven days without a pun makes one weak. 

PACO BUD LIST FOR 2010 
 

Kathleen Carr (via PayPal)  
Alice Connor 
Denise Cox 

Jill de Bedout 
Janet Foy 

Cheri Hampton (via PayPal) 
Evelyn and Ed Murphy 

Martin and Sue Schneiderman 
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EDITOR’S COMMENT:  It appears that fair listings for Alabama and Georgia are not available as of 
November 30th.  We try to list those fairs/shows that can be easily gotten to from Tallahassee.  However, 
I need your help in finding such locations as there is a lack of web listings except on EBSOA, who is 
faithfully showing Florida fairs for 2010.  Thanks Charles For Your Website! 
 
January 17th - Orlando, FL - Exotic Bird Society of America's Bird Expo, Seminars & Trick Bird Shows - 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 4603 W Colonial Drive - Sunday 9am - 4pm - Admission: $5 for non-members, 
$4 for members with membership cards Children under 10 Free. The admission fee includes the Expo, both 
Seminars, Trick Bird Shows, one free door prize ticket per admission - Contact Charles J Tillman 407 855-
3367 E-mail - web site About EBSOA Expos  
 
February 7 - Largo, FL - Spring Fling Bird Expo - Honeywell Minnreg Building 6340 126th Avenue 33773 - 
Sunday 9 - 4 - More information to follow soon!! - Contact Nanette 727-517-5337 E-mail  
February 14th - Jacksonville, FL - Exotic Bird Fair - Maxwell C Snyder Nation Guard Armory 9900 Nor-
mandy Blvd Jacksonville, FL - Sunday 9 am - 4 pm - Lots of Exotic Birds, Toys, Cages, Food, Treats and 
much more for sale. Door prize drawing for $50 Wal-Mart Gift Card at 3 pm. Admission $4 for anyone 12 
years or older - Contact Ann 904 384 5117 E-mail or Rudy 904 276 1041 E-mail - web site devineypetshop.
com  
February 27th 28th - Pensacola, FL - Southern Bird Expo - Pensacola Fairgrounds 6655 Old Mobile Hwy - 
Saturday 9 - 5 Sunday 10 - 4 - contact Virginia Gardner 251- 422-1037 e-mail - web site wwwbirdfairs.info/  

 
March 7th - Pt. Charlotte, Fl - Parrot Outreach Society Bird Fair - Charlotte County Fairgrounds 2333 El 
Jobean Rd., Pt. Charlotte, Fl - Sunday 10 - 4 - Birds and bird products. Raffles. Activities for the kids so you 
can shop! Adults $4 kids 10 and under free. Fair to be held inside. 10am-4pm. Sat. set-up for vendors. - Con-
tact Pam Hill 941-815-0879 E-mail or Marty Hill 941-815-0878 E-mail - web site parrotoutreachsociety.org  
March 14th - Melbourne/Palm Bay, FL - EBCF Annual Bird Fair - Greater Palm Bay Senior Center 1275 
Culver Drive NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907 - Sunday 9 - 4 - Exotic Bird Club of Florida. Great selection of Exotic 
Birds. Toys, Cages, Play Stands, Food etc.Hourly Raffles, Lunch Bar. Door entry $2.00. Kids under 10 years 
Free. - Contact Yvonne Weir 321-452-0706 E-mail or Judy Bishop. 321-729-6793 E-mail - web site Exotic-
BirdClubofFlorida.com  
March 21st - Stuart, FL - Exotic Bird Expo 2010 - Martin County Fairgrounds 2612 SE Dixie Hwy, Stuart, 
FL 34996 - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Birds! Toys! Food! Supplies! Cages! Large raffle table! A panel of Avian 
Veterinarians providing educational talks! Children under 10 are admitted free. Others-only $4. - Contact 
Kathy Dwyer 772 464 7210 E-mail or Laura Bulawski 772 337 4080 E-mail - web site talkandsquawk.org  
March 21st - Brooksville, Fl - Hernando Exotic Bird Club 12 Annual Bird Mart - Hernando Fairgrounds 
6436 Broad St. 34601 (Hwy. 41 South) - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Hourly raffles & Grand Prize - Contact Sallie 
Klink 727-856-3587 or Paul Arnstein 727-856-0079  

NEARBY FAIRS AND SHOWS  

BBBC UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS  
            

February 14th - George Weymouth, painter and sculpture of birds. "The Uniqueness of Birds" 
March 14th - Jane Fleitman  "Rehabilitation of Injured Wildlife" 
April 11th - Dr. Emily DuVal - "Cooperative Courtship Displays in Bird including her re-
search on lance-tailed manakins"  
May 9th - Dr. Bruce Boehrer,  "Unhappy Bird! The Parrot as Still Life in the Nineteenth  
Century" 
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Bob Paxson, a member of the Space Coast Audubon Society group in Merritt Island, Florida is 
one local gardener who has proven otherwise. Paxson has created a landscape that features a 
wide variety of plant species that are favorites for attracting hummingbirds. 
There are many residents of Florida who believe that hummingbirds just aren't that common in 
their state. Some avid birders disagree.  
 

Hummingbirds Visit Year Round in Florida 

Within a year of starting to plant some hummingbird favorites, such as fire bush, fire spike, 
shrimp plant and salvia, Paxson began to see the birds in his yard. “We have seen them every 
month of the year since we have been gardening for them,” Paxson said. “The most we have 
had in our yard at one time was October 2003 when we counted six.” 

Although there are more than 338 known species of hummingbirds in the Americas, only about 
sixteen of those are found in the United States. Only one species, the ruby throated humming-
bird, is considered common east of the Mississippi. However, statistics are beginning to show 
that more and more species of what are considered to be western hummingbirds actually do 
visit Florida. 

“Each year there are more and more reports of hummingbirds moving into Florida,” Paxson 
said. “Ten years ago, there were reports of only three species of hummingbirds being spotted in 
Florida. Now that number has jumped to 8 or 9.” 

Paxon thinks part of the increase in Florida sightings might be because of rapid development in 
Mexico, where hummingbirds have historically migrated to in the winter. “They used to spend 
winters in Mexico, but there has been so much deforestation there that the birds are wandering 
up into Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi and Florida now.” 

Since Paxon and his wife Connie are enthusiastic birders, they have placed plants and feeders 
in optimum locations throughout their property so they can catch sight of the visiting hum-
mers. But even with all their plants and feeders, it still takes a quick eye to catch sight of a 
hummer. 

“A lot of the time you hear them before you see them,” Paxson said. “They sit up in the trees 
and make a little chattering noise, so you know they are there. But it is still sometimes hard to 
spot them.” 

This difficulty in spotting hummingbirds is easy to understand when you realize how small 
they really are. “The ruby-throated "hummer", which is the most common species to Brevard, 
is only about 3 inches long and weighs about one-quarter of an ounce (about as much as a 
penny),” Paxson said.  
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“During the times that they aren’t feeding, they are usually sitting in a tree somewhere keeping 
an eye on their food source. Trying to spot a three inch bird sitting at the top of a large oak or 
other tree is part of the reason most people don’t see them.” 

Steps to Attract Hummingbirds 

So how does someone lure hummingbirds to their garden? Think red!  “Hummingbirds seek 
food entirely by sight,” Paxson said. “They may be flying 500 feet overhead during migration 
and they look down and see a patch of green, and it catches their eye. Then, if they see red, 
they zoom in for a closer look.” 

Hummingbirds are attracted to plants by color, not by scent. They prefer red, orange and pink 
tubular flowers but may also feed on certain blue and yellow plant species. Hummingbirds are 
very territorial, so hummingbird plants and feeders should be spaced in separate groupings 
around your yard and at varying heights, starting at about 18” above the ground. Since hum-
mingbirds feed in flight, they need plenty of room around the flowers to accommodate their 
movements. Hummingbirds spend about 80% of their time sitting and keeping an eye on their 
food source, so trees and shrubs should be planted within sight of the feeders. 

Nectar feeders can be used as supplemental food sources and can be purchased at many local 
garden centers. A simple nectar can be made by combining 1 part granulated sugar to 4 parts 
water in a saucepan and boiling for two minutes. Let the mixture cool completely before filling 
feeders. You can refrigerate excess nectar for up to one week. Be sure and replace the mixture 
every couple of days because bacterial growth in the nectar solution is potentially fatal to the 
hummingbirds. 

To be able to observe hummingbirds, try to position your gardens or feeders so that they can be 
viewed from an inside window.  “They’re sneaky,” Paxson says. “They can come in and feed 
every 15 minutes or so and unless you are sitting right there, you won’t even know it.” 

Editor’s Note:  Permission granted to use the above article per Betsy Franz  

Betsy has also written a new book entitled:   How to Take Care of Your Share of the Planet. 
 reference:  http://www.naturesdetails.net/BetsyFranz/books3.shtml   “The book teaches people 
how to attract birds, butterflies, HUMMINGBIRDS and  other  creatures to their yards. One of 
the things that I recommend in the book is that people visit the yard of someone that has hum-
mingbirds because I believe that once someone sees these little flying jewels for themselves, 
they will want to start gardening for them.” 
ALSO: Native Nurseries on Saturday, January 9th at 10:00AM will hold a free program 
entitled “Winter Hummingbirds and Banding” by Fred Bassett.  There will be a slide 
show that is awesome.  Mr. Bassett will be banding Tallahassee hummers this weekend.  Call 
Native Nurseries in advance at (850) 386-8882  if you have a hummer in your area that he can 
arrange to band. 
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Hummingbird watchers abuzz.   

Study finds hummers wintering in Southeast   

By Amanda Nalley  DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER  December 29, 2009 
Found at:  http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009912290319 

 
If you did not receive the Tallahassee Democrat on December 29th, you missed a wonderful 
article about Mr. Fred Bassett and Mr. Fred Dietrich banding hummers across the Panhandle, 
South Georgia and Alabama.  The article was so timely and appropriate to our January pro-
gram, that it was clearly something we wanted to include in this issue of Chirp ‘N Chatter. 
Apparently most everyone thought there really was only one kind of hummingbird in Florida, 
namely the ruby-throated, and they all left to go to Mexico for the winter.  This has been 
proven wrong by both Mr. Fred’s!  Their trapping, banding and measuring of these swift little 
guys and gals are definitely ending some of our old myths about these birds.  Mr. Fred Dietrich 
has given us several programs at our meetings and has banded at least 6 different kinds of 
hummers in Claudia Mason’s backyard which we will visit this month! 
I am including two pictures and caption from the Democrat’s article below. 
Have a hummingbird in your back yard?  

Report it to Dietrich at 591-7430 or Bassett at (334) 244-0227. 

Also, visit hummingbirdsplus.org to donate to the Hummer/Bird Study Group, which helps 
fund their research. 

FRED DIETRICH/Special to the Democrat  

An adult male ruby-throated hummingbird hovers near a feeder. Bird-bander Fred Dietrich said 
many people took their feeders down in the winter thinking the feeders would entice the birds 
to stay and the cold winter would kill them. Dietrich and fellow field ornithologist Fred Bassett 
have been working to dispel this myth and encourage people to leave their feeders up year-
round.   



BBBC BULLETIN BOARD 

Baby Red Belly Parrots and Mealy Amazons 
 

Singles: male Yellow Nape, male Hispanolian Amazon, proven male Blue and Gold Macaw which could 
be a pet if worked with. He is not a screamer or a trouble maker.  

 
Pair of Military Macaws, a pair of proven Yellow Naped Amazons.  

 
OBO on most of the birds to homes that will take care of them and keep them well fed and clean. 
Kitty Remington DVM, dipl ABVP, (850)997-3909,   E-Mail:     khrbirddoctor@wmconnect.com 

CREATE AN OUTDOOR AVIARY! 
GALVANIZED WIRE CAGES, VARIOUS SIZES, FORMED, NOT FRAMED,  FOR HANGING 

PLEASE CALL JILL AT (850) 841-1773 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BABY COCKATIELS, $60. EACH 
HAND FED, NEED GOOD HOMES!   

BABY CANARIES, $90. EACH 
PLEASE CALL SARAH AT  (850) 562-4012 

COCKATIELS,     ROSY BOURKES,     GREEN CHEEK CONURE MUTATIONS  
 

ALL HAND FED, SWEET AND FRIENDLY!  
PLEASE CALL JUDY AT (850) 294-3425 FOR INFORMATION 

BBBC ADOPTION PROGRAM  
 

 1 PUDGIE BUDGIE (MALE ENGLISH)  GREEN AND YELLOW ,    
 

1 FEMALE SENEGAL (PET)  
 

1 BONDED PAIR FOR AMERICAN PARAKEETS (1 BLUE, 1 GREEN)  
MUST BE KEPT TOGETHER 

 
IF YOU WISH TO ADOPT OR PLACE YOUR NAME ON A WAITING LIST, 

PLEASE CALL REGENIA AT (850) 539-4299 AND LEAVE MESSAGE 
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BABY LOVE BIRDS! 
PEACHFACE:  BLUE, PIED, NORMAL 

PROVEN PAIRS AVAILABLE AS WELL 
SOME HAND-FED  

PLEASE CALL CAROL AT (850) 350-7638 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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One Bird’s Prayer in 2010 
 

Dear Lord, I am so thankful for the  
roof over my head and the food that 

is always in front of me. 
 

I’m thankful for the way You have 
me clothed in yellow with orange ac-

cent. 
 

I love the fact that those who live 
with me no longer have to complain 

about scattered seeds and hulls. 
 

Thank you Lord that in Two Thou-
sand and Ten, Life Will Be Better 

Than It Has Ever Been. 
Happy New Year from all of us at  

Tidy Seed! 
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The “Quality” in our Name 

 
Is our  most important asset. 

AMENITIES 
 

· Complete business center with fax machine, copier, and       
computer with printer and high-speed internet access. 

 
· Optional hot breakfast buffet 

 
· Coin laundry/dry cleaning service 

 
· Free internet access and voice mail in your room 

 
· Non-smoking and handicapped accessible rooms available 

                         

Tallahassee, Florida 
Quality Inn & Suites 

By 
Choice Hotels 

1 .  877 .  558 . 5151 

 
From the moment guests enter the Quality Inn & 
Suites hotel, they will certainly be impressed by 

its luxurious settings, which are further en-
hanced by southern hospitality.  The sumptuous 
Quality Inn & Suites hotel presents a harmoni-
ous blend of tranquil colors & superb furnish-
ings, while offering both comfort and style for 

either leisure or business travelers. 

Big Bend Bird Club (BBBC) Fair Sponsor 

 
 
 
 



Please return to: 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club’s Membership/Renewal Application Form 
Date:__________________ 

 
Annual Membership Dues: 
January 1, _____________to December 31, ______________ 

 
Please check desired membership/category below: 

 
Single:    One Year/One Vote                        $16.00                  Total Enclosed:   $__________,      # Of Votes___________  

 
Family:   One Year/Two Votes                     $24.00                  This is a New:           Renewal:          membership application 

 
Youth:    One Year/No Vote                          $  8.00                  Birth Month ______ Birth Day______ (For newsletter greetings) 

 
Include my name in the members only directory:                 Yes____________             No_______________ 

 
Name:______________________________________________    Aviary Name:________________________________________ 

 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City:______________________________________State:________________________Zip Code:__________________________ 

               
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:____________________ E-Mail___________________________________ 

 
Would you like to receive your newsletter by:    US Postal Services: ___________________E-Mail:______________________ 

 
Do you currently own birds (list if yes)_________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please tell us about the kind of things you would like to do to help the club, such as Hospitality, Newsletter, Fundraising,  
Fair, Publicity,  Educational Outreach,  Library, etc. _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Big Bend Bird Club is to promote the advancement of aviculture through educational 
outreach, financial support of avian research and charitable projects, encouragement of the acquisition of 

domestically-bred birds and to encourage the humane treatment of all species of animals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage Paid 

 
Tallahassee, FL 
Permit No. 49 
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The BBBC is a 501 ( c ) (3 ), non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
is a proud member of: 


