
WHO:         Sue Schneiderman  
WHAT:       Birding 101 Part II: Monitoring your 
birds health - what to look for.   

(The Amazing Beak) 
WHEN:      July 11, 2010 
WHERE:    Dorothy B. Oven Park 
 
Sue Schneiderman will be talking about how to 
monitor your birdie health and what to look for...as 
in did you know that they are masters at masking ill-
ness.  Yes, you have to be sharp on the look-out for 
their un-wellness because they operate on the prem-
ise that showing sickness makes them vulnerable to 
predators, so they are wired to hide all signs of 
weakness for the sake of “the flock”! 
 
We hope to have everyone share experiences they 
have had with a sick or injured bird.  And if you 
haven’t had an experience, consider yourself and 
your fid very, very lucky!  Everyone is a teacher, 
and everyone is a student, so let’s learn from one an-
other!   
 
Please note that beginning in August, Deb is our 
hospitality chair for the meetings, so contact her  by 
e-mail at deb.1856@yahoo.com and let her know 
what munchies you will bring to share!  She will be 
out of town for this meeting. 

See ya’ll there! 
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ABOUT OUR MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 

The BBBC Board meets at 6:30 PM as scheduled during week just before membership meeting.  Call Jill or 
Sue for day as these change. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The BBBC program meet-
ings and socials are held at Dorothy B Oven Park at 2:00 PM on the second Sunday of each month. The Park 

is located at 3205 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, 32308.   
 

Copies of the BBBC By-laws, budget reports, and minutes are available to members upon request. 
Note:  Please send items for the newsletter or website to: paco@bigbendbirdclub.com  

Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month to be considered for the next issue. 
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HAPPY HATCHLINGS!  
 
 

Sharon Woodbery         July   6 
 

SIMCA Schneiderman July   ? 
 

Seymour Rosen              July  14 
 

Ed Loschi                       July  28 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
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HEY, ALL YOU FOLKS THAT LOVE PACO AND THE BBBC!  YOU NEED TO SEND 
IN YOUR BUD RENEWAL!  PACO SAYS HE MISSES YOU!  YOU CAN EVEN BECOME 
A BUD BY USING PAYPAL AT WWW.BIGBENDBIRDCLUB.COM!  NOW THAT’S 
EASY! 
 
BBBC 21ST ANNUAL FAIR AND FESTIVAL:  WE ARE TURNING  OUR FULL ATTEN-
TION TO THIS EVENT.  AUGUST 27 - 29, 2010 WILL ONCE AGAIN BRING OUR VEN-
DORS INTO TOWN!   WE STRONGLY REQUEST THAT ALL MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS OF THE BBBC SET ASIDE THESE THREE DAYS ON THEIR CALENDARS 
SO THAT WE CAN ONCE AGAIN HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FAIR.  ALL VETERAN AND 
NEWBIE VOLUNTEERS CONSIDER THIS YOUR “EARLY  FLOCK CALL”!   
 
ADDITIONAL MEETINGS OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND VOLUNTEERS WILL 
POSSIBLY BE SCHEDULED IN JULY AND FOR SURE IN AUGUST.  PLEASE 
WATCH YOUR E-MAILS FOR DETAILS.  THESE ARE INTENDED FOR ORGANI-
ZATION PURPOSES AND TO SEE THAT WE HAVE OUR T’S CROSSED AND I’S 
DOTTED!  THIS WILL HOPEFULLY MAKE THINGS A BIT EASIER IN THE PLAN-
NING AND CO-ORDINATING OF THE FAIR. 
 
 ADVERTISING RATES  

 
Size             Full year         Half year 

 
Full page               $ 250                       $ 135 
Half page              $ 140                        $   75 
1/4 page                $ 100                         $   60 
Bus. Card              $   60                         $   35 
Web Card              $   75                        $   50 
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FLORIDA STATUTE:    375.921 

Requires a permit for the public exhibition or sale of any wildlife, including exotic birds.   
For permit information you can either write to the  

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Committee at:   
P.O. Box 6150  Tallahassee, FL 32303-6150;    

Or Call: (850) 488-6253 

                THOUGHTS FROM THE NEST 
 

 
"If you're not free to fail,  

you're also not free to succeed." 
 
 

© 2007 by Bette Dowdell. All rights reserved 
P.O. Box 11744 - Glendale, AZ 85318 USA 

QUOTABLE QUOTES  
 
Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year.  
Victor Borge  
 
Be careful about reading health books.. You may die of a misprint.  
Mark Twain  
 
By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you'll become happy; if you 
get a bad one, you'll become a philosopher.   
Socrates  

OBSERVATIONS ON GROWING OLDER  
 

Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it's not safe to wear it anywhere.  
   

Your husband has a night out with the guys but he's home by 9:00 P.M.  
...next week it will be 8:30 P.M.  

   
You read 100 pages into a book before you realize you've read it.  

   
Notice everything they sell in stores is "sleeveless"?!!!    
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August 4th 7th - St . Petersburg, FL - American Federation of Aviculture (AFA) Convention - Hilton Bay-
front Hotel 333 First Street South - Plan now to attend the AFA's 2010 Convention at St. Petersburg Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday. If you have any questions, contact me Fred Smith. - Contact Fred Smith 863-858-6739 E-
mail or AFA Office 512-585-9800 E-mail - web site afabirds.org  
 
August 8th - Orlando, FL - Exotic Bird Society of America's Bird Expo, Seminars & Trick Bird Shows - 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 4603 W Colonial Drive - Sunday 9am - 4pm - Admission: $5 for non-members, 
$4 for members with membership cards Children under 10 Free. The admission fee includes the Expo, both 
Seminars, Trick Bird Shows, one free door prize ticket per admission - Contact Charles J Tillman 407 855-
3367 E-mail - web site About EBSOA Expos  
 
August 28th & 29th - Tallahassee, FL - 21st Big Bend Bird Club Exotic Bird Fair and Festival - North 
Florida Fairgrounds South Monroe Street - Saturday 9 - 5 Sunday 10 - 4 - A fun-filled two day family-oriented 
event featuring exotic birds, cages, bird toys, special activities for children, educational demonstrations, per-
forming parrots, great bargains, good food, prizes and more! - Contact Jill de Bedout (850) 841-1773 E-mail or 
Message Line (850) 841-BEAK E-mail - web site bigbendbirdclub.com  
 
September 5th - Jacksonville, FL - Exotic Bird Fair - Maxwell C Snyder Nation Guard Armory 9900 Nor-
mandy Blvd Jacksonville, FL - Sunday 9 am - 4 pm - Lots of Exotic Birds, Toys, Cages, Food, Treats and 
much more for sale. Door prize drawing for $50 Wal-Mart Gift Card at 3 pm. Admission $4 for anyone 12 
years or older - Contact Ann 904 384 5117 E-mail or Rudy 904 276 1041 E-mail - web site devineypetshop.
com  
 
October 2nd - Starke, FL - Pet Market Buy Sell or Trade, Bradford County Fairgrounds, 2300 N. Highway 
301, Saturday 9-5 Admission $4.00, Children under 10 FREE.  Call (352) 376-9038 for more info. 
 
October 2nd & 3rd - Pensacola, FL - Southern Bird Expo - Pensacola Fairgrounds 6655 Old Mobile Hwy - 
Saturday 9 - 5 Sunday 10 - 4 - contact Virginia Gardner 251- 422-1037 e-mail - web site wwwbirdfairs.info/  
 
October 10th – Brooksville, FL – West Florida Birdmart – Hernando County Fairgrounds – 6436 Broad 
Street, Hwy. 41 South, Brooksville, FL 34603.  Birds, bird toys, cages, bird food, and more!  Contact Sonja or 
Rudy at (904) 276-1041 or (904) 589-7268 
 
October 17th - St. Augustine, Fl - St. Augustine Exotic Bird Show - Elks Lodge 1420 A1a South - Sunday 
9 - 5 - Large Selection of Exotic Birds, Cages, Toys and Much More Admission $4.00 (children under 12 
free) - Contact Sal 904-434-3212 E-mail or Iris 904-955-9200 - web site birdandreptileclassifieds.com  

NEARBY FAIRS AND SHOWS  

BBBC UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS  
            

July 11th - Sue Schneiderman, “Birding 101 Part II:  Monitoring your birds health - what to 
look for.  (The Amazing Beak) 
 
August 8th - Fair Preparation...GET READY TO PAR-TEEEEEE! 
 
September 12th - Caroline Stahala, Results in Study of Abaco and Bahama Amazon Parrot 
Study 
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Basics: Birds can't tell you when they don't feel well. A sick bird's symptoms are sometimes 
hard to identify. Most sickness in birds is due to poor nutrition or stress. The best way to head 
off illness is to get to know your bird and then you will be able to determine what is normal be-
havior for your pet. There are many signs that your pet parrot is not well.  
 
Watch the parrot's behavior. If your parrot changes how much noise he makes or stops hopping 
around his cage and just sits on the same perch, keep track of how long he's doing this to report 
to the veterinarian. Other examples of abnormal behavior are if the bird shivers when it isn't 
cold, stops eating and drinking, and suddenly starts being aggressive or fussy. When your par-
rot is perched and hangs his head low, seems to "droop" or falls off the perch, this can be a sign 
of illness. An increase in the bobbing motion of his tail could mean he's having trouble breath-
ing. 
 
Watch what the parrot drops. Birds poop a lot normally and although it may seem gross to pay 
attention to the color and consistency, if the bird's stomach is upset, you will see a change in 
his droppings. 
 
Watch what the parrot eats and drinks. If the parrot changes his eating and drinking habits sud-
denly, he may not feel well and you should watch him closely. 
 
Check the parrot's appearance. A runny nose or eyes, soiled or matted feathers, swollen feet or 
limping are all signs of illness in a parrot. 
 
Found At:  http://www.ehow.com/how_2122087_tell-parrot-sick.html 
 
Some Details:  The onset of illness and disease in pet birds is difficult to detect because they 
are programmed to mask signs of illness. In the wild only the strong survive is not just a saying 
but a reality, and displaying signs of weakness often means being attacked. Here are 7 symp-
toms that let you know your pet is ill and needs help immediately. 
 
Diarrhea-Caused by abnormalities in the intestinal tract, diarrhea can result because of germs, 
infections, bacteria or viruses that have been introduced and cause additional fluids to be intro-
duced in an attempt to eliminate the problem. It can also be the result of food moving too 
quickly through the intestines because of a disruption of the normal progression. This means 
nutrients are not able to be absorbed because the food moves too fast, and if left unchecked 
leads to dehydration and starvation. Greenish colored diarrhea can be an indication of metal 
poisoning or Psittacosis. 
 
Eye Discharge-This symptom is most often suggestive of Psittacosis, a disease which can in-
fect not only other birds but humans as well. Do not delay in getting your bird to the vet for 
immediate attention as this disease can cause your bird a swift death. 
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Other birds and humans who have had contact with the infected bird should also be screened 
for the disease. If caught in time, antibiotics can usually affect a complete recovery. 

Lethargy-There are many causes of lethargy in birds-none of them are good. By the time 
your bird has become lethargic, it is seriously ill and should be seen by your avian vet imme-
diately. Causes for the problem can include infection from bacteria or viruses, cancer, or heart, 
liver or kidney problems. Your vet can perform a number of tests to accurately diagnosis the 
problem and determine the best treatment. 

Loss of Appetite-Loss of appetite is an indication of a severe problem that needs to be given 
professional attention immediately. It is likely that your bird has been sick for a while by the 
time loss of appetite is apparent, and prompt medical attention can help save your bird's life. 

Nasal Discharge-This can be caused by household dust and dander, bacterial infections, or 
other particulates. When the discharge is clear it usually indicates a normal clearing of the na-
sal passages. A continued and colored discharge is abnormal and is an indication of infection 
and needs to be treated by the vet immediately. Unless a high efficiency particle arresting air 
purifier is used to constantly clean the air, birds that produce large amounts of feather dust 
such as Cockatoos, Macaws, and African Greys are subject to a larger amount of these particu-
lates. 

Puffed Up Feathers-Birds puff up their feathers for a number of reasons. Sometimes they do 
it to appear larger if they feel threatened. Other times they may puff up if they are cold, or 
even to relax when they are sleep. But if your bird remains puffed up throughout the day, it is 
very likely that it is ill and needs medical attention. Once symptoms become obvious, your 
bird is in serious trouble and needs help. Don't wait. Get to the vet. 

Vomiting-Birds sometimes regurgitate during mating season. But play it safe, and consult 
your vet to make sure the vomiting is not an indication of a more serious problem. 

Found at:   http://www.ehow.com/how_4838693_tell-pet-bird-sick.html#ixzz0s6Q3BT7K 
 
How to Diagnose Metal Poisoning in Birds 
 
When you own a pet bird, you know that there are always going to be things that you should 
look out for, and things that you have to be careful of so that your bird doesn't get sick or in-
jured. You always want to be on the lookout for things that will help your bird be happy and 
healthy, and you never want to be in a situation where you have done anything careless that is 
going to let your pet bird become sick. Birds and metal poisoning is something that you wan 
to keep in mind when you own pet birds. 
Many times, people keep their pet birds in cages that are designed just for them. This is the 
best way to do this, as the manufacturers of the birdcages are going to be sure to use proper  
things in the birdcage - things that aren't going to make your bird sick.  
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You should always keep your pet birds in a cage that is designed for them. First of all, they 
are going to be less likely to get out, and second of all, you know that the cage has been built 
and designed to hold pet birds, and therefore is not going to be harmful in any way. 

If you keep your pet bird somewhere other than a bird cage, or if you let your pet bird roam 
in your house without supervising them, you always run the risk of having your bird be poi-
soned by something. Like any other animal, a bird will explore his surroundings, and might 
be tempted to nibble on the bars of a cage, or on something in your home. If there are metals 
that are unhealthy for birds, you might find yourself with a very sick bird. 

The best way to avoid metal poisoning in your pet bird is to make sure that you are keeping 
your bird either in a cage that is designed for him, or that you have gone to the trouble to re-
search your cage's materials to be sure that they aren't going to harm your bird. Also, you 
have to be sure to supervise your pet bird very much when he is out of the cage to be sure 
that he doesn't get into anything he shouldn't. A good way to do this is to bird proof the room 
that he will be in, and to make sure that nothing in that room is going to harm him. Then, 
while he is out, be sure to keep a good eye on him so he doesn't get into trouble. 
Found at:   http://www.ehow.com/how_5867048_diagnose-metal-poisoning-birds.html#ixzz0s6QwNZj2 
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Cheri Hampton  
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McKenzie Luster 
Patricia Luster 
 

Payton Luster 
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Kathy Morgan 
Deborah Morningstar 
Evelyn & Ed Murphy 
Marianne Peters 
Kitty Remington 
Martin & Sue Schneiderman 
Judy & Jerry Shapiro 
Judy Small 
J. Cookie Stevens 
Debra & Susanne Van Gaasbeek 

MEMBERSHIPS RUN FROM JANUARY - DECEMBER EACH CALENDAR YEAR!  
YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES BY CHECK OR   

USE PAYPAL AT WWW.BIGBENDBIRDCLUB.COM   
THIS HAS BEEN A PACO APPROVED MESSAGE! 

How to Tell if a Parrot is Sick 



BBBC BULLETIN BOARD 

Baby Red Belly Parrots and Mealy Amazons 
 

Singles: male Yellow Nape, male Hispanolian Amazon, proven male Blue and Gold Macaw which could 
be a pet if worked with. He is not a screamer or a trouble maker.  

 
Pair of Military Macaws, a pair of proven Yellow Naped Amazons.  

 
OBO on most of the birds to homes that will take care of them and keep them well fed and clean. 
Kitty Remington DVM, dipl ABVP, (850)997-3909,   E-Mail:     khrbirddoctor@wmconnect.com 

CREATE AN OUTDOOR AVIARY! 
GALVANIZED WIRE CAGES, VARIOUS SIZES, FORMED, NOT FRAMED,  FOR HANGING 

PLEASE CALL JILL AT (850) 841-1773 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BABY COCKATIELS, $60. EACH 
HAND FED, NEED GOOD HOMES!   

BABY CANARIES, $90. EACH 
PLEASE CALL SARAH AT  (850) 562-4012 

COCKATIELS,     ROSY BOURKES,     GREEN CHEEK CONURE MUTATIONS  
 

ALL HAND FED, SWEET AND FRIENDLY!  
PLEASE CALL JUDY AT (850) 294-3425 FOR INFORMATION 

BBBC ADOPTION PROGRAM  
 

 1 PUDGIE BUDGIE (MALE ENGLISH)  GREEN AND YELLOW ,    
 

1 FEMALE SENEGAL (PET)  
 

1 BONDED PAIR FOR AMERICAN PARAKEETS (1 BLUE, 1 GREEN)  
MUST BE KEPT TOGETHER 

 
IF YOU WISH TO ADOPT OR PLACE YOUR NAME ON A WAITING LIST, 

PLEASE CALL BARBARA AT 339-2705.  ALSO KEEP WATCH  ON OUR WEBSITE! 

P a g e  9  

BABY LOVE BIRDS! 
PEACHFACE:  BLUE, PIED, NORMAL 

PROVEN PAIRS AVAILABLE AS WELL 
SOME HAND-FED  

PLEASE CALL CAROL AT (850) 350-7638 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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California Golden Spray Millet® 
Superior quality millet.  Always fresh 

and plump. Low shipping! 
Vendors/Groups: 10% off orders of 

150+ lbs. or 25 lbs. $74.00; 5 lbs. 
$19.00;  6-pack $ 4.50 

                       251-463-4208 
               info@GammysFinches.com 
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The “Quality” in our Name 

 
Is our  most important asset. 

AMENITIES 
 

· Complete business center with fax machine, copier, and       
computer with printer and high-speed internet access. 

 
· Optional hot breakfast buffet 

 
· Coin laundry/dry cleaning service 

 
· Free internet access and voice mail in your room 

 
· Non-smoking and handicapped accessible rooms available 

                         

Tallahassee, Florida 
Quality Inn & Suites 

By 
Choice Hotels 

1 .  877 .  558 . 5151 

 
From the moment guests enter the Quality Inn & 
Suites hotel, they will certainly be impressed by 

its luxurious settings, which are further en-
hanced by southern hospitality.  The sumptuous 
Quality Inn & Suites hotel presents a harmoni-
ous blend of tranquil colors & superb furnish-
ings, while offering both comfort and style for 

either leisure or business travelers. 

Big Bend Bird Club (BBBC) Fair Sponsor 

 
 
 
 



Please return to: 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club’s Membership/Renewal Application Form 
Date:__________________ 

 
Annual Membership Dues: 
January 1, _____________to December 31, ______________ 

 
Please check desired membership/category below: 

 
Single:    One Year/One Vote                        $16.00                  Total Enclosed:   $__________,      # Of Votes___________  

 
Family:   One Year/Two Votes                     $24.00                  This is a New:           Renewal:          membership application 

 
Youth:    One Year/No Vote                          $  8.00                  Birth Month ______ Birth Day______ (For newsletter greetings) 

 
Include my name in the members only directory:                 Yes____________             No_______________ 

 
Name:______________________________________________    Aviary Name:________________________________________ 

 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City:______________________________________State:________________________Zip Code:__________________________ 

               
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:____________________ E-Mail___________________________________ 

 
Would you like to receive your newsletter by:    US Postal Services: ___________________E-Mail:______________________ 

 
Do you currently own birds (list if yes)_________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please tell us about the kind of things you would like to do to help the club, such as Hospitality, Newsletter, Fundraising,  
Fair, Publicity,  Educational Outreach,  Library, etc. _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Big Bend Bird Club is to promote the advancement of aviculture through educational 
outreach, financial support of avian research and charitable projects, encouragement of the acquisition of 

domestically-bred birds and to encourage the humane treatment of all species of animals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage Paid 

 
Tallahassee, FL 
Permit No. 49 

 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � 
 � 
 � � � � � � 
 	 � � � �

The BBBC is a 501 ( c ) (3 ), non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
is a proud member of: 

 RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 


