
WHO:         Arne de Kloet, Pres. Animal Genetics 
 
WHAT:       "A to Z in Avian Diseases" 
  
WHEN:       March 8th, 2009 
 
WHERE:    Dorothy Oven Park 
 
We are very glad to welcome back  Arne de Kloet, 
President of Animal Genetics (formerly Avian Bio-
tech).   
 
Arne has visited us several times to present new 
progressive information relative to avian diseases.  
He is always open to questions and gives us all the 
updates on what is happening in research advances. 
For those who do not know, we get DNA kits for 
feather sexing our birds through Animal Genetics.  
They have helped so many of us over the years in 
knowing if “it’s a boy” it’s a girl”. This is when 
Harry becomes Harrietta!   LOL!   
 
So come on out to the park, enjoy the afternoon, 
with all your bird friends and get the latest info! 
See ya’ll there! 
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Officers:                    President:                    Jill de Bedout             841-1773 
                                    Vice President:           Sue Schneiderman      907-0562 
                                    Secretary:                   Judy Shapiro               294-3425 
                                    Treasurer:                   Alice Connor              575-0489 
Board Members:                                          Denise Cox                 591-5209 
                                                                        Brian Dow                  350-0363 
                                                                        Liz Hummel               264-4369 
                                                                        Lennie Kennedy         545-4530                                                      
                                                                        Judy Small                  656-9165 
                                                                        Carol Spring               350-7638         
                                                                        Deb VanGaasbeek      878-4885 
Standing Committees:  Adoption                                        Regenia Lewis             539-4299 
                                        By-laws/Parliamentarian                Audrey Bevan             562-3429 
                                        Educational Outreach                     Jill de Bedout             841-1773         
                                        Fundraising                                     Denise Cox                 591-5209  
                                                                                                Carol Spring               350-7638 
                                        Grievance                                       Audrey Bevan             562-3429 
                                        Hospitality                                     Open   
                                        Librarian                                         Jill de Bedout             841-1773 
                                        Memberships                                  Alice Connor              575-0489 
                                        Newsletter                                      Alice Connor              575-0489 
                                        Publicity                                         Carol Spring               350-7638 
                                        Raffles at monthly meetings          Denise Cox                 591-5209  
                                        Webmaster                                     Brian Dow                  350-0363
                                        The Committee Chairs welcome any and all volunteers!   

Please contact them if you have an area of interest and would like to help out.    

B B B C  O F F I C E R S  A N D  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  
(  A re a  C o d e  8 5 0  u n l e s s  n o t e d  o t h e r w i s e  )  P a g e  2  

ABOUT OUR MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 
The BBBC Board meets at 6:30 PM as scheduled during week just before membership meeting.  Call Jill or 
Sue for day as these change. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The BBBC program meet-
ings and socials are held at Dorothy B Oven Park at 2:00 PM on the second Sunday of each month. The Park 
is located at 3205 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, 32308.   
 

Copies of the BBBC By-laws, budget reports, and minutes are available to members upon request. 
Note:  Please send items for the newsletter or website to: paco@bigbendbirdclub.com  

Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month to be considered for the next issue. 
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HAPPY HATCHLINGS!  
       
 

Lennie Kennedy              March 10th 
Dottie Jones                     March 11th 
Bryson Harvey                March 12th 
Brian Dow                       March 29th 
Lisa Vickers                    March 30th 
Kristin Dow                    March 31st 

         
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL  
WE MAY HAVE MISSED! 
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MEMBERSHIPS:  MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRED DECEMBER 31ST.  UHHHH-OHHH 
PACO NOW HAS THAT HAMMER OUT!  BE AFRAID, VERY AFRAID!  LOL. 

A CHALLENGE TO  ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE BBBC:   

THE BOARD ENCOURAGES EACH AND EVERY ONE TO HELP AT EVENTS AND BE-
COME MORE PRO-ACTIVE AND GIVE OF YOUR TIME AND ENERGY.  THERE ARE 
MANY WAYS YOU CAN DO THIS WITH VERY LITTLE TIME AND EFFORT.   

MARK YOUR CALENDERS:  UP COMING EVENTS NEEDING YOUR HELP! 
 
MARCH 28, SPRINGTIME TALLAHASSEE - THIS IS AN ANNUAL EVENT FOR US, 
AND WE WELCOME HELP EVEN FOR SET-UP AND TAKE-DOWN.  TALK TO RE-
GENIA OR JILL AT THE MARCH MEETING TO SEE WHAT IS NEEDED AND 
SIGN UP TO HELP. 
 
APRIL 19, BALI HI PEACE IN THE PARK EVENT - THIS WILL ONLY BE FOR A 
FEW HOURS (11AM-5PM) .  I JUST PAID BILL A VISIT, AND WE WILL BE BASI-
CALLY IN THE SAME AREA WE WERE AT THE ART FESTIVALS IN RR SQUARE.
SOME OF YOU ARE GOING TO GET IN TROUBLE IF YOU GO INTO BALI HI 
STORE...I ALMOST DID, BUT THAT IS WHY I AM TREASURER!  LOL!  
 
APRIL 24 - 26, CARRABELLE RIVERFRONT FESTIVAL - THIS IS A BIG FUN 
EVENT - BIRDS AND VOLUNTEERS STAY AT DENISE’S AND IT IS A VERY NICE 
FUN WEEKEND WITH RELAXATION TOO! 
 
JULY 30, THE 10,000 VILLAGES CHARITY EVENT - NOTE DATE HAS CHANGED! 



Florida Statute 375.921 
Requires a permit for the public exhibition or sale of any wildlife, including exotic birds.  For permit information you 

can either write to the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Committee at:   
P.O. Box 6150  Tallahassee, FL 32303-6150;    

Call: (850) 488-6253 
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PACO’S 2009 BUDS!  (if you do not see your name you have not renewed your membership!) 

                THOUGHTS FROM THE NEST 
 

Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are moving. 
Anonymous 

JOKE OF THE MONTH  

Headlines From The Year 2029 
 

Baby conceived naturally! Scientists stumped.  
 

Iran still closed off; physicists estimate it will take at least 10 more years before 
radioactivity decreases to safe levels.  

 
France pleads for global help after being taken over by Jamaica. No other coun-

try comes forward to help the beleaguered nation!  

Glenn Ashley 
Steve Bamford 
Audrey Bevan 
Kathleen Carr 
Claudette Carter 
Deana Church 
Alice Connor 
Wayne & Carolyn Covington 
Jill de Bedout 
Kari Foster 
Jim & Liz Hummel 
Celia Jones 
Pamela Kaiser & Angela Johnson 
Lennie & Joe Kennedy 
Regenia Lewis 
Tammy Lloyd 
 

Richard & Charlotte Maxey 
Barbara & Gregg Mosier 
Kitty Remington 
Seymour & Joan Rosen 
Martin & Sue Schneiderman 
Judy & Jerry Shapiro 
Pam Slusser 
Judy Small 
Cookie Stevens 
Laura Lee Tibbits 
Debra VanGaasbeek & Suzie 
Sharon & William Woodbery 
Handan Yurdakul 

 

ONLY 40 BUDS? 
 

YOUR NAME CAN BE 
HERE!  

 
SO, PLEASE 

BE MY 
BUD! 

 
Thanks, Paco! 
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February 14th & 15th - Pensacola, FL - Southern Bird Expo - Pensacola Fairgrounds 6655 Old Mobile 
HWY - Saturday 9 - 5 Sunday 10 - 4 - Fax-251-679-9001 - Contact Virginia Gardner 251-675-7783 (One of 
our vendors, Gammy’s Seedskirts and now also Gammy’s Finches will be at this fair, so look for her if you 
go!) 

February 15th - Jacksonville, FL - Exotic Bird Fair - National Guard Armory 9900 Normandy Blvd, Jack-
sonville, FL 32221 - Sunday 9:00 - 5:00 - Lots of exotic birds available to view and purchase. Bird toys, cages, 
food, treats and expert advice. Door prize. Admission $4.00 12 and older....free parking. - Contact Anne 
DeViney 904-384-5117 E-mail or Rudy Roberts 904-276-1041 - web site devineypetshop.com  
February 22nd - Fort Pierce, Fl - 13th Annual Exotic Bird Expo - TBA - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Treasure 
Coast Exotic Bird Club 13th Annual Exotic Bird Expo will be on Sunday Feb 22nd, 2009. Save the date! More 
information coming. - Contact Kathy Dwyer 772-464-7210 E-mail or Rob Stotz 772-446-7270 E-mail - web 
site tcexoticbirdclub.com 
 

March 8th - Palm Bay, FL - Exotic Bird Club of Florida Championship Show - Palm Bay Senior Center 
1275 Culver Road - Sunday 9:00 - 5:00 - Championship competition for cockatiels, budgerigars and love birds 
sanctioned by the American Cockatiel Society, the American Budgerigar Society and the American Love Bird 
Society. Vendors selling birds and bird supplies. Admission: Adults $2, members and children under 10 free - 
Contact Sara McNamara 321-956-0005 E-mail - web site http://geocities.com/exoticbirdclubofflorida/  

March 15th - Brooksville, FL - Hernando Exotic Bird Club, Inc. - Hernando County Fairgrounds 6436 Broad 
St. ( Hwy. 41 South) - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Hourly Raffles, Grand Raffle is a handfed Congo Grey with cage. 
Admission is $4.00 under 10 Free. - Contact Sallie Klink 727-856-3587 or Paul Arnstein 727-856-0079  

March 29th - Pt. Charlotte, Fl - Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County Bird Fair - Charlotte County Fair-
grounds 2333 El Jobean Rd., Pt Charlotte, Fl - Sunday 10 - 4 Birds and bird related products. Hourly raffles. 
Grand raffle. Public may NOT bring birds - Contact Pam Hill 941-815-0879 E-mail or Carol Runyon 941-475-
3440 E-mail - web site caged-bird-club.com  

 

April 26th - Lakeland, Fl - Imperial Bird Club Expo and Sale - Tigertown Hanger #2 Lakeland Hills Blvd-
Lakeland, Fl. - Sunday 9:00 - 4:00 - Contact Ramona Smith-President 863-858-6739 E-mail or Debra Bernard-
Director 863-293-7541 E-mail - web site imperialbirdclub.org  

NEARBY FAIRS AND SHOWS  

BBBC UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS  
 
April 12th -  Caroline Strahala, PhD student at FSU, "Conservation Studies Involving the 
Bahaman Parrot (Amazon)" 
 
May 10th - The Annual Ice Cream Social where you bring your favorite toppings and 
munch out on club provided ice cream!  Besides having just fun visiting. 
 
June 14th - Tentatively, Dr. Peter Homann “Study of Wild Birds and Banding” 
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Animal Genetics is the recognized leader in DNA analysis for birds and animals. Since our 
humble beginnings as a startup company in 1992, we have grown to become the largest private 
provider of genetic tests for birds in the United States and around the world while maintaining 
without question the highest level of customer service in the industry. We are now proud to of-
fer our high level of service to the canine and equine communities. 
 
Animal Genetics state-of-the-art laboratory is located in Tallahassee, Florida, with a satellite 
office in the United Kingdom. Laboratories are staffed with highly experienced people who 
process thousands of DNA tests from the United States and around the world. We look forward 
to assisting you with your testing needs.  
 
Avian Biotech is an international team of professionals dedicated to customer satisfaction. 
With years of experience in avian biotechnology, we provide all of the essential services avian 
enthusiasts need. Our broad range of services include avian disease testing and DNA sexing on 
virtually all species of birds. 

Headquartered in Tallahassee Florida, with a satellite office in the UK, we are the world-
wide leader in providing quality, affordable DNA-based services for birds. Our ongoing re-
search and development efforts span from basic biology and avian studies to innovative testing 
techniques.  In fact, our head researcher Dr. Siwo de Kloet, a retired faculty member of Florida 
State University, has more than 40 years of research experience in molecular biology and is 
credited with the co-discovery of mammalian messenger RNA. 

Avian Biotech is committed to providing internationally standardized parentage, sex, and dis-
ease verification through DNA testing.  Feel free to call and speak to a professional representa-
tive today about your avian needs  
1-800-514-9672. 

SERVICES OFFERED: 

AVIAN TESTING  -  DNA SEXING, AND DISEASE TESTING�

EQUINE TESTING - COAT COLOR TESTING, INFECTIOUS DISEASES, PARENTAGE 
ANALYSIS 

CANINE SERVICES – COMING SOON - COAT COLOR TESTING, GENETIC DISOR-
DERS  

PRODUCTS:  DIGITAL EGG MONITOR – CALLED “BUDDY”  NEW ITEM 

PREPAID AVIAN SEXING KIT 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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 What is DNA?  
This acronym stands for Deoxyribo-Nucleic-Acid.  It is a long, complex molecule carrying in-
formation in the form of a chemical code and dictates how the body and cells should form.   

What is the average turn around time for testing? 
Approximately 1 to 2 business days.  

How do I get my results? 
Preliminary results can be phoned, faxed or emailed. Certificates are usually mailed the fol-
lowing business day. You can also view your sexing results received within the last 30 days on 
our website at www.avianbiotech.com/results  

How do I get my account number? 
Just give us a call or email us. Your account number can also be found on the right hand corner 
of the mailing labels.  

How should I ship my samples? 
Regular mail is OK, however if you are working with a limited amount of time please send 
them via overnight mail. Priority mail is not guaranteed by USPS. Blood vials should be 
shipped in a padded envelope or box. To prevent further breakage please send eggshells in a 
box.  

How much blood is needed? 
Generally, 20-50ul of blood is sufficient for all our DNA based tests.  

Can blood cards be submitted for disease testing? 
Yes, but we prefer blood collection vials for disease testing rather than blood cards. Because of 
the extreme sensitivity of our disease testing, false positives may result from environmental 
contamination on the blood cards.  

Which is more reliable, blood or feather testing? 
DNA remains the same regardless of where it is extracted.  Both tests are equally accurate.   

How many feathers are needed for testing? 
We recommend sending at least five (5).  

Are freshly plucked feathers necessary for accurate results? 
DNA takes an extremely long time to break down, however, testing is likely to be more suc-
cessful if feathers are freshly plucked.  

Can molted feathers be used? 
We do not recommend sending molted feathers simply because they tend to carry much less 
usable DNA, and we want to be certain that the feather is from the bird being tested.   

           CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH  

Oatmeal  Bread 
 
                    1 cup wheat flour  
                    1 cup cornmeal  
                    1 cup oatmeal   
                    1 cup plain yogurt,   
                    1 cup finely chopped well cooked chicken or 1 jar of chicken     
                               baby food,  
                    2 eggs with shells well washed  
                    3 jars various baby food vegetables  
                    1 pkg. of frozen mixed vegetables  
                    1/2 stick melted butter   
                    Mix ingredients and place in a greased baking dish.   
                    Set oven temperature at 425.   
                    Bake about 20 min. 

Frequently Asked Questions... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

 Will feather sexing promote feather picking? 
No. Feather picking is generally a neurotic disorder that is not started by plucking a few chest 
feathers from your bird.  

Will the feathers grow back? 
Feathers generally grow back in 4 to 6 weeks.  

What tests can be performed using feathers? 
DNA sexing and PBFD testing are the only assays we offer using feather samples. In the fu-
ture, we will be able to DNA fingerprint from feathers as well.  

Does a bird have to be a certain age? 
From birth to death, DNA remains the same across all species, so there is no age range for the 
most accurate results.  

EDITOR’S NOTE:  FOR THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
SCIENCE AND TESTING BEING DONE, GO TO THE WEBSITE AT: 

http://www.animalgenetics.us/index.htm 

OR 

http://www.avianbiotech.com/Index.htm 



BBBC BULLETIN BOARD 

Baby Red Belly Parrots and Mealy Amazons 
Singles: male Yellow Nape, male Hispanolian Amazon, proven male Blue and Gold Macaw which could 

be a pet if worked with. He is not a screamer or a trouble maker.  
Pair of Military Macaws, a pair of proven Yellow Naped Amazons.  

OBO on most of the birds to homes that will take care of them and keep them well fed and clean. 
Kitty Remington DVM, dipl ABVP, (850)997-3909,   E-Mail:     khrbirddoctor@wmconnect.com 

CREATE AN AVIARY! 
Galvanized wire cages,  various sizes.   

Please call Jill at (850) 841-1773 

BABY COCKATIELS, $60. EACH 
Hand fed!   Need good homes!   

BABY CANARIES, $90. EACH 
Please call Sarah at  (850) 562-4012 

ALEXANDRIAN PARAKEETS,     BRONZE-WING PIONUS,     FINCHES,    LOVE BIRDS  
BROTOGERIS PARAKEETS (CANARY WING) 

Please call Jill at (850)  841-1773 

COCKATIELS,     ROSY BOURKES,     GREEN CHEEK CONURE MUTATIONS  
All hand fed,  sweet and friendly!   

Please call Judy at 294-3425 for information. 

BBBC ADOPTION PROGRAM HAS BIRDS! 
AT THIS TIME, THERE ARE NO ADOPTION BIRDS AVAILABLE 

PLEASE CALL REGENIA AT 539-4299 FOR MORE INFORMATION! 

JENDAY CONURES   
M/F  TRUE PAIR -  APPROX.  5 AND 6 YRS OLD,  

BOTH BIRDS, CAGE AND LIXIT  WATER BOTTLE $300 
COCKATIELS 

M/F TRUE PAIR APPROX 6-8 YRS OLD,  BROTHER OF MALE IN 2ND CAGE  
ALL THREE BIRDS PLUS THE 2 CAGES AND LIXIT BOTTLES  $125. 

Call Sandi, 850-510-4447 and leave message. 
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BABY LOVE BIRDS! 
PEACHFACE:  BLUE, PIED, NORMAL 

PROVEN PAIRS AVAILABLE AS WELL 
SOME HAND-FED  

Please call Jill at 350-7638 

“STATIC, THE SWEET TOO” 
STATIC NEEDS A NEW HOME.   HER MOM AND DAD ARE FINDING IT MORE DIFFICULT TO 

GIVE HER THE ATTENTION SHE NEEDS AS THEY ARE TRAVELING OR WORKING AWAY 
FROM HOME MORE AND MORE.  STATIC IS VERY ACTIVE, VERY LOVING AND SHE 
NEEDS LOTS OF LOVE, ATTENTION AND GREEN BEANS (HER GREAT FOOD LOVE!) 

Please  call Carolyn at 627-2688 for details 
 



ADVERTISING RATES IN CHIRP ‘N CHATTER 
 
Size                Full year        Half year 
 
Full page       $ 250              $ 135 
Half page       $ 140              $   75 
1/4 page         $ 100              $   60 
Bus. Card       $   60              $   35 
Web Card      $   75              $   50 
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SHOP FOR  
MOTHER’S DAY 

AND EASTER TOO! 

GREAT PRICES! 
GREAT 

INVENTORY! 
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The “Quality” in our Name 

 
Is our  most important asset. 

AMENITIES 
 

· Complete business center with fax machine, copier, and       
computer with printer and high-speed internet access. 

 
· Optional hot breakfast buffet 
 
· Coin laundry/dry cleaning service 
 
· Free internet access and voice mail in your room 
 
· Non-smoking and handicapped accessible rooms available 
                         

Tallahassee, Florida 
Quality Inn & Suites 

By 
Choice Hotels 

1 .  877 .  558 . 5151 

 
From the moment guests enter the Quality Inn & 
Suites hotel, they will certainly be impressed by 
its luxurious settings, which are further en-
hanced by southern hospitality.  The sumptuous 
Quality Inn & Suites hotel presents a harmoni-
ous blend of tranquil colors & superb furnish-
ings, while offering both comfort and style for 
either leisure or business travelers. 

Big Bend Bird Club (BBBC) Fair Sponsor 

 
 
 
 



Please return to: 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club’s Membership/Renewal Application Form 
Date:__________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: 
January 1, _____________to December 31, ______________ 

 
Please check desired membership/category below: 
 
Single:    One Year/One Vote                        $16.00                  Total Enclosed:   $__________,      # Of Votes___________  
 
Family:   One Year/Two Votes                     $24.00                  This is a New:           Renewal:          membership application 
 
Youth:    One Year/No Vote                         $  8.00                  Birth Month ______ Birth Day______ (For newsletter greetings) 
 
Include my name in the members only directory:                 Yes____________             No_______________ 
 
Name:______________________________________________    Aviary Name:________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________State:________________________Zip Code:__________________________ 
               
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:____________________ E-Mail___________________________________ 
 
Would you like to receive your newsletter by:    US Postal Services: ___________________E-Mail:______________________ 
 
Do you currently own birds (list if yes)_________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please tell us about the kind of things you would like to do to help the club, such as Hospitality, Newsletter, Fundraising,  
Fair, Publicity,  Educational Outreach,  Library, etc. _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Big Bend Bird Club is to promote the advancement of aviculture through educational 
outreach, financial support of avian research and charitable projects, encouragement of the acquisition of 
domestically-bred birds and to encourage the humane treatment of all species of animals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage Paid 
 
Tallahassee, FL 
Permit No. 49 
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The BBBC is a 501 ( c ) (3 ), non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
is a proud member of: 


