
WHO:   DR. GREGORY M. ERICKSON 
   
WHAT:  DESCENDANTS OF DINOSAURS? 
  
WHEN:  OCTOBER 11, 2009 
 
WHERE: DOROTHY OVEN PARK 
 
Hi all, 
 
We are especially excited about having Dr. 
Gregory Erickson, Associate Professor in Bio-
logical Science at Florida State University come 
to the meeting this month.   
 
Dr. Erickson, a leading authority on the life his-
tory and feeding biomechanics of fossil reptiles 
will be presenting a seminar on his current re-
search on the  biology of Archaeopteryx, the 
oldest known bird. 
 
Basically, this is all about whether birds are de-
scendants of the dinosaurs, and if you ever saw 
a newly hatched grey for instance, you could  
easily say “YES”, so let’s come out and see what 
a Paleobiologist really thinks!  
 
See ya all at the park! 
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ABOUT OUR MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 
The BBBC Board meets at 6:30 PM as scheduled during week just before membership meeting.  Call Jill or 
Sue for day as these change. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The BBBC program meet-
ings and socials are held at Dorothy B Oven Park at 2:00 PM on the second Sunday of each month. The Park 
is located at 3205 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, 32308.   
 

Copies of the BBBC By-laws, budget reports, and minutes are available to members upon request. 
Note:  Please send items for the newsletter or website to: paco@bigbendbirdclub.com  

Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month to be considered for the next issue. 
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HAPPY HATCHLINGS!  
 
       Tammy Lloyd                   October 6 
       Claudette Carter              October 9 
       Joe Carter                         October 9 
       Jim Hummel                     October 10 
       Catherine Baer                 October 20 
       Liz Hummel                      October 25 

 
            

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL WE HAVE MISSED! 

P a g e  3  THIS AND THAT ABOUT THE BBBC WEBSITE 
WWW.BIGBENDBIRDCLUB.COM :   PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT 
OUR NEW WEBSITE!  THIS IS A WORK IN PROGRESS, SO LET BRIAN KNOW 
WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE, BUT KEEP READING BELOW AS WE ARE 
GIVING YOU A LITTLE TASTE OF WHAT ALL IS THERE. 
 
PAY PAL AT WWW.BIGBENDBIRDCLUB.COM:  YOU CAN NOW MAKE DONA-
TIONS TO THE BBBC AND PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES.  THANKS GO TO 
BRIAN FOR MAKING THIS HAPPEN.  NEXT YEAR WE WILL BE ABLE TO OF-
FER THIS SAME PROCESS TO OUR FAIR VENDORS!    
 
GOODSEARCH:  IF YOU DOWNLOAD THE GOODSEARCH TOOLBAR FOR 
YOUR BROWSER, YOU CAN SHOP FASTER AND SEE THE PERCENTAGE THE 
CLUB WILL RECEIVE.  GO GOODSEARCH!  REMEMBER, GOODSEARCH IS A 
YAHOO SEARCH ENGINE, SO YOU DO NOT LOSE A THING!   
 
BBBC STORE:  THIS IS WHERE YOU CAN GET MANY ITEMS TO SHOW OFF 
OUR NEW LOGO.  TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO SEE THE SHIRTS, TOTES, MUGS, 
HATS, BUMPER STICKERS, AND MUCH MORE...YOU CAN BECOME A SUPER 
PACO BUD! 
 
EVENTS:  WE WILL POST THE UPCOMING FAIR INFORMATION AND ALSO 
EVENTS SUCH AS EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH AS KNOWN 
 
MEMBERS:  YOU CAN GET THE NEWSLETTER HERE WITH PACO IN LIVING 
COLOR! 
 
PICS AND LINKS:  BRIAN WILL BE GLAD TO ADD TO THIS AREA AS HE CAN! 



Florida Statute 375.921 
Requires a permit for the public exhibition or sale of any wildlife, including exotic birds.  For permit information you 

can either write to the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Committee at:   
P.O. Box 6150  Tallahassee, FL 32303-6150;    

Call: (850) 488-6253 
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                THOUGHTS FROM THE NEST 
 

"Send your children into the world armed with a solid base for invincibility:  
Your love, God's love, duct tape and a can of  WD-40."  

 
© 2006 by Bette Dowdell. All rights reserved 
P.O. Box 11744 - Glendale, AZ 85318 USA 

JOKE OF THE MONTH  
 

HOW TO STAY YOUNG 
 

1.  Try everything twice.  On one woman's tombstone she said she wanted 
this epitaph: "Tried everything twice loved it both times!"  
   
 2.  Keep only cheerful positive friends. The grouches pull you down.   (Keep 
this in mind if you are one of those grouches!)  
 
 3.  Keep learning: Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, what-
ever.  Never let the brain get idle.  'An idle mind is the devil's workshop..' 
And the devil's name is Alzheimer's!  
 
 4.  Enjoy the simple things. 
   
 5.  Laugh often, long and loud.   Laugh until you gasp for breath. And if you 
have a friend who makes you laugh, spend lots and lots of time with HIM/
HER.  
 
 6.  Tears happen: endure, grieve, and move on.   The only person who is 
with us our entire life, is ourselves.  LIVE while you are alive.  
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  THIS IS A TWO PART SERIES, SO NEXT MONTH 
WE WILL HAVE THE REST OF THE STORY...LOL 
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October 25th - Orlando, FL - Exotic Bird Society of America's Bird Expo, Seminars & Trick Bird Shows - 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 4603 W Colonial Drive - Sunday 9am - 4pm - Admission: $5 for non-members, 
$4 for members with membership cards Children under 10 Free. The admission fee includes the Expo, both 
Seminars, Trick Bird Shows, one free door prize ticket per admission - Contact Charles J Tillman 407 855-
3367 E-mail - web site About Expos  
October 26th - Kissimmee, FL  PARROT LIFE - 1 DAY SEMINAR:  BY INVITATIONONLY!  BBBC 
MEMBERS HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THIS SEMINAR, BUT MUST RSVP 
For Aviculturists and Pet Retailers! Presented by Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp. • HARI • Parrot Life Magazine 
Avian Experts from HARI will present a variety of Parrot topics in a one day seminar just for our customers!  
Speakers will include: Joseé Bermingham, AHT, Melanie Allen, Avian Product Specialist 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm-LUNCH included!  Vacation Lodge Maingate,  7514 W. Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway, 
Kissimmee, FL 34747 COST: $65.00*   
RSVP: Please contact our Tropican Technical Support 888-294-2436 or your Hagen Sales Representative by 
Oct. 16th.* Check with your Hagen Sales Representative for Special Discount!    
This what attendees had to say about last year’s seminar…. 
… “I thought this seminar was outstanding. Josee’ was awesome. Personally, I learned a lot of new 
things, and many of my experiences and thoughts were validated. I returned home excited with renewed 
enthusiasm. Once again, the Hagen company has shown their real long time support for aviculture. ”-
Jean Pattison, The African Queen. 
…  “Thank you for the wonderfully informative seminar. Your efforts resulted in a very informative 
day, well worth taking time off from my birds to attend.”-Janice Milholland, Milholland Birds 
 
November 01 - Ft. Meyers, FL - Exotic Bird Fair Expo & Sale  Araba Shrine Center, 2010 Hanson St. (727)-
862-1542 9am-4pm, Admission: $5, under 10 free.  
November 07-08 - Forest Park/Atlanta, GA - Exotic Bird Fair & Sale Atlanta State Farmer's Market I-75 
Exit 237. (423)-240-8423 Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Admission: $5, 12 and under free.  
November 29 - Plant City, FL - Ammerman's Exotic Bird Yard Sale and Swap Ammerman Family Farm, 
4902 N Charlie Taylor Rd. I4 between exits 14&15. (813)-752-2230 9am-4pm.  
 
December 05-06 - Norcross, GA - Atlanta's Exotic Bird Fair  North Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 Jeurgens Ct., 
off Oakbrook Pkwy, I85 exit 101 (770)-279-9853 Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Admission: Adults $4, under 
13 free.  
December 12 - Kissimmee, FL - Florida Canary Fanciers Annual Show Ramada Inn Gateway, 7470 W Irlo 
Bronson Memorial Hwy (Hwy 192). (410)-948-6762 8am to 4:30pm, Admission: $3 per bird.  
December 12-13 - Harahan, LA - Cajun Canary & Finch Club Show 
 Harahan Lion's Club, 1001 Hickory Ave (985)-537-5317 Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4, Admission: $2, under 6 Free.  
December 20 - Sarasota, FL - Exotic Bird Fair Sarasota Fair Grounds, Robarts Arena, Potter Bldg., 3000 
Ringling Blvd. (954)-591-5492 9am-4pm, 1st 100 Adults Free Gift, Admission: Adults $3, kids under 12 free.  

NEARBY FAIRS AND SHOWS  

BBBC UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS  
           
November 8th - Making Toys and Short talk from Jill deBedout on the Pionus 
December 13th -   Holiday Gift Exchange  (The Grinch Game!)       
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“This research settles several major debates that have transcended across several scientific dis-
ciplines" "including Paleontology, Physiology, Evolutionary biology, Herpetology, and Orni-
thology."  
 
“Definitions: marsupial mammals are moderately rapidly growing mammals, precocial birds 
are well developed at birth and leave the nest right after birth and grow rapidly –the primitive 
condition for birds, eutherian mammals are rapidly growing mammals such as ourselves, altri-
cial birds are born underdeveloped and are reared by the adultsand grow extremely rapidly in 
the nest prior to leaving nest –the advanced condition for birds. 
 
In the 1960s and 70s this paradigm came under scrutiny and many researchers came to believe 
dinosaurs were biologically more like living birds.   Small chicken-sized dinosaurs grew like 
marsupial mammals, horse-sized dinosaurs like precocial birds, elephant-sized dinosaurs like 
eutherian mammals, and gigantic sauropod (long-necked dinosaurs) like whales.  Recently it 
has been contended that the presence of growth lines in dinosaur bones (a typically reptilian at-
tribute marking cessations in growth during development) coupled with a highly vascularized 
matrix like birds and mammals indicated rates intermediate between reptiles and birds/
mammals. 
 
Prior to the 1960’s it was generally believed that dinosaurs were simply scaled up versions of 
living reptiles—growing at very slow rates relative to living mammals and birds.   No dino-
saurs achieved growth rates like those of living altricial birds (e.g. passerines --perching birds) 
scaled to similar size.  Nevertheless their rates as a whole were not akin to those of living mar-
supial mammals precocial birds, eutherian mammals, or altricial birds.  
 
It appears the birds attained their rapid growth rates after birds diverged from non-avian dino-
saurs.  Birds evolved from theropod dinosaurs [meat eating dinosaurs] that were close relatives 
to the velociraptors seen in ‘Jurassic Park’.  Surprisingly, the results of our study show that 
none of these theories explains to the growth of dinosaurs as a whole.  We’re a long way from 
‘Jurassic Park’.  Nevertheless, recent efforts by young researchers employing new integrative 
cross-disciplinary techniques places paleontology on the brink of numerous major break-
throughs.  Findings from such investigators will open the door to understanding what lives of 
dinosaurs were really like. 

The blue whale is still the all-time growth champion owing to its shear size being twice that of 
the largest dinosaurs. Just the same, the largest dinosaurs could put on the pounds. They 
wouldn’t have made very good spokespersons for Subway. 

Our results serve as a foundation upon which we can understand the lives of dinosaurs (e.g. 
how long it took to attain adulthood, age at maturity, likely physiological rates, modeling of 
how they utilized resources, population dynamics, etc. 
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The evolution of avian growth rates appears to have been a stepwise process punctuated by the 
following events: an increase in rates beyond the primitive reptilian condition that occurred 
with the evolution of the dinosaurs, a further increase to rapid precocial levels after birds di-
verged from the dinosaurs, and finally, extremely rapid rates were achieved in some birds with 
the evolution of altriciality. 
All dinosaurs (primitive and advanced, large or small) grew at rates accelerated beyond those 
typical of reptiles today. It is amazing how rapid the giant sauropod dinosaurs were growing. 
Clearly these were the fastest growing terrestrial animals ever.  Growth lines are found in the 
bones of most extinct animal lineages, our methods could be applied to any of these groups.  
This is the most exciting time in the history of dinosaur paleontology.   The bones are coming 
to life.” 
Dr. Gregory M. Erickson (Ph. D.) is a Comparative evolutionary biologist and Paleontologist 
with the department of Biological Science at Florida State University where he is a new assis-
tant professor. He also is an instructor of Gross Anatomy in the College of Medicine. He is an 
expert on tyrannosaur paleobiology, dinosaur bone histology (microstructure), dinosaur life 
history, and biomechanics (850-645-4991 work –typically available mornings until 2 PM and 
after 5 PM EST, email is gerickson@bio.fsu.edu )  
Dr. Kristina Curry-Rogers (Ph. D.) is a paleontologist with the Science Museum of Minnesota 
and Macalester College. Kristi is an expert on the giant sauropod dinosaurs and bone histology. 
She may be reached at 651-221-4717 and Krogers@smm.org  

Dr. Scott A. Yerby is a biomechanical engineer affiliated with Stanford University. Scott is an 
expert on skeletal biomechanics and regression analyses. Scott was a colleague of Erickson’s at 
Stanford during his tenure as a post-doctoral researcher in the biomechanical engineering de-
partment. Scott may be reached at: scotty@sfmt.com  

Editor’s Notes:  The information above was found at: 
http://bio.fsu.edu/~gerick/dinogrowth.htm 

Permission to use was granted by Dr. Erickson via e-mail 09/28/09 

 
The late-Jurassic Archaeopteryx lithographica, shown 
here with legs akimbo and wings outspread, is believed 
by many to be the world's first bird. Found in the 
Solnhofen Limestone Formation in Bavaria, Germany, 
Archaeopteryx lithographica possessed developed wings 
that probably allowed it to fly for short distances. 
 
Photograph by Klaus Honal/Corbis 
 
Found At:  http://science.nationalgeographic.com/
science/enlarge/archaeopteryx-lithographica.html 
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PACO IS NOT A HAPPY CAMPER BIRD! 
 

Paco is not amused!  Paco is downright ticked off !  Paco has taken back all 10 stars I earned 
during the fair work since last year!  Even when I explained that there is so much I have done 
for the little squirt, (I mean boss) he still would not budge!  So I promised him I would correct 
my errors and earn back his trust..  (I hope it works!) 
I owe a big apology to some folks that helped us immensely this year and I promise I will not 
leave them out next year when I do the “Cast of Characters” recognitions! Please remind me! 
To Brian Dow, for his wonderful staffing and work at the fair;  to Sue Schneiderman and her 
very hard work at the Education Booth and for all her wonderful programs this year; to Avian 
Biotech for their continued support and DNA Feather Kits donated for our raffle tables and to 
Tallahassee Community College for running our fair information on their marquee.   
I sincerely hope there are no others missed and that Paco will give me at least one star now! 
BTW, Paco, I started doing YOUR newsletter in October 2004 just to give you an idea how 
long I have been working for you...so, one measly gold star should be ok, YES?   

“NO STAR, NO STAR...STARS FOR PACO ‘CAUSE YOU CALL ME A SQUIRT!” 
(I WHISPER: “AND YOU ALL THOUGHT HE WAS CUTE AND SWEET!  HE’S A LITTLE TYRANT”! 

Don’t miss the Big Bend Bird Club Fundraiser “The Pampered Chef®” 
the month of October.  Invitations will be emailed out to all members.  Members 
will be asked to invite as many people as possible to attend the cooking show on 
October 18th 2:00PM at The Shops At My Secret Garden in Crawfordville.  You 
will also be able to have friends and family shop on line.   

Ten percent up to the first $600 of sales and 15 percent after that will be donated 
to the Big Bend Bird Club.  What a great way to buy high-quality kitchen tools, 
learn new cooking techniques, visit with friends and help your nonprofit club.  At 
the Cooking Show the independent Pampered Chef Consultant will offer multipur-
pose kitchen tools, demonstrate easy food preparation techniques and share recipes 
that can help you entertain with style and ease - transforming the simple to the spec-
tacular.  The following website will soon have information about the Big Bend Bird 
Club fundraiser.  www.pamperedchef.biz/angel  

GREAT COOKING ITEMS FOR YOU AND A FUNDRAISER  
AND GOOD TIME FOR THE BBBC!   

PACO SAYS GO! 
OCTOBER 18TH, 2009  AT  2:00 PM 
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SPECIAL NOTICES 



BBBC BULLETIN BOARD 

Baby Red Belly Parrots and Mealy Amazons 
 

Singles: male Yellow Nape, male Hispanolian Amazon, proven male Blue and Gold Macaw which could 
be a pet if worked with. He is not a screamer or a trouble maker.  

 
Pair of Military Macaws, a pair of proven Yellow Naped Amazons.  

 
OBO on most of the birds to homes that will take care of them and keep them well fed and clean. 
Kitty Remington DVM, dipl ABVP, (850)997-3909,   E-Mail:     khrbirddoctor@wmconnect.com 

CREATE AN OUTDOOR AVIARY! 
GALVANIZED WIRE CAGES, VARIOUS SIZES, FORMED, NOT FRAMED,  FOR HANGING 

PLEASE CALL JILL AT (850) 841-1773 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BABY COCKATIELS, $60. EACH 
HAND FED, NEED GOOD HOMES!   

BABY CANARIES, $90. EACH 
PLEASE CALL SARAH AT  (850) 562-4012 

COCKATIELS,     ROSY BOURKES,     GREEN CHEEK CONURE MUTATIONS  
 

ALL HAND FED, SWEET AND FRIENDLY!  
PLEASE CALL JUDY AT (850) 294-3425 FOR INFORMATION 

BBBC ADOPTION PROGRAM  
 

 1 PUDGIE BUDGIE (MALE ENGLISH)  GREEN AND YELLOW ,    
1 FEMALE SENEGAL (PET)  

 
IF YOU WISH TO ADOPT OR PLACE YOUR NAME ON A WAITING LIST, 

PLEASE CALL REGENIA AT (850) 539-4299 AND LEAVE MESSAGE 
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BABY LOVE BIRDS! 
PEACHFACE:  BLUE, PIED, NORMAL 

PROVEN PAIRS AVAILABLE AS WELL 
SOME HAND-FED  

PLEASE CALL CAROL AT (850) 350-7638 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

FOR SALE—BLUE FRONTED AMAZON PARROT 
 
Katie is a 3 year old female with a very sweet, gentle disposition.  She is active and 
healthy.  She is very smart and says about 15 phrases frequently.  She is comfortable sit-
ting on most anyone’s hand.   
She comes with a 20x20 inch pop top cage that’s 28 inches tall and sits on a 24 inch stand 
on rollers.  $700 to a good home. 

Contact 614-270-5334 or mar2007@dishmail.net for more information. 



ADVERTISING RATES IN CHIRP ‘N CHATTER  
 
Size                Full year        Half year 
 
Full page       $ 250              $ 135 
Half page       $ 140              $   75 
1/4 page         $ 100              $   60 
Bus. Card       $   60              $   35 
Web Card      $   75              $   50  
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SHOP FOR  
ANYTHING,  
ANYTIME! 

GREAT PRICES! 
GREAT INVENTORY 

AND BBBC 
MEMBER DISCOUNTS! 
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The “Quality” in our Name 

 
Is our  most important asset. 

AMENITIES 
 

· Complete business center with fax machine, copier, and       
computer with printer and high-speed internet access. 

 
· Optional hot breakfast buffet 
 
· Coin laundry/dry cleaning service 
 
· Free internet access and voice mail in your room 
 
· Non-smoking and handicapped accessible rooms available 
                         

Tallahassee, Florida 
Quality Inn & Suites 

By 
Choice Hotels 

1 .  877 .  558 . 5151 

 
From the moment guests enter the Quality Inn & 
Suites hotel, they will certainly be impressed by 
its luxurious settings, which are further en-
hanced by southern hospitality.  The sumptuous 
Quality Inn & Suites hotel presents a harmoni-
ous blend of tranquil colors & superb furnish-
ings, while offering both comfort and style for 
either leisure or business travelers. 

Big Bend Bird Club (BBBC) Fair Sponsor 

 
 
 
 



Please return to: 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club’s Membership/Renewal Application Form 
Date:__________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: 
January 1, _____________to December 31, ______________ 

 
Please check desired membership/category below: 
 
Single:    One Year/One Vote                        $16.00                  Total Enclosed:   $__________,      # Of Votes___________  
 
Family:   One Year/Two Votes                     $24.00                  This is a New:           Renewal:          membership application 
 
Youth:    One Year/No Vote                         $  8.00                  Birth Month ______ Birth Day______ (For newsletter greetings) 
 
Include my name in the members only directory:                 Yes____________             No_______________ 
 
Name:______________________________________________    Aviary Name:________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________State:________________________Zip Code:__________________________ 
               
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:____________________ E-Mail___________________________________ 
 
Would you like to receive your newsletter by:    US Postal Services: ___________________E-Mail:______________________ 
 
Do you currently own birds (list if yes)_________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please tell us about the kind of things you would like to do to help the club, such as Hospitality, Newsletter, Fundraising,  
Fair, Publicity,  Educational Outreach,  Library, etc. _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Big Bend Bird Club is to promote the advancement of aviculture through educational 
outreach, financial support of avian research and charitable projects, encouragement of the acquisition of 
domestically-bred birds and to encourage the humane treatment of all species of animals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage Paid 
 
Tallahassee, FL 
Permit No. 49 
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The BBBC is a 501 ( c ) (3 ), non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
P. O Box 16453 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317-6453 

The Big Bend Bird Club, Inc. 
is a proud member of: 


